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Remembering Bama

By SUSAN GULLIFORD
nt

Corresponde

hen the Gibbons' family
dog “Bama”™ was sick,
her weterinarian teied

antibiotics and cortisone shots. She
then developed immune-system
Em%l:n? 'ﬂa{ztlmlumd:.lﬂ dn;nﬂdiwm of-
ney 4 or ﬁn-::lh’
suglﬁmdm"]';ﬁrﬂng her down™
Gibbons family would not ac-
cept that diagnosis and began re-
searching alternatives — reading

books, going online, talkin %mmhm'
people ﬂf‘tﬁ visiting health food
stores, The pesult of all this work was
acombination of home v;‘!:u:-kmig.

cial dog food, murritional and uﬁﬁi
wpplcnmnﬂiﬁd vitamins — and a

Inspired by Bama, who died of nat-
ural causes in 2004, the Gibbons
family used their hard-won knowl-
edge o stare Bama's Natural In-
stinct, "a business specializing in
home delivery of natural pet
foods, snacks and nutritional

aLs."

“Animal’s are very sman, they are
discriminating when given the
chance,” said Jackie Gibbons, one of
the businesses” founders and a co-
owner, “People can take care of
themselves, but owners ape the
guardiang, the caretakers. The ani-
mal’s health is limived by their
owner's knowledge. Become edu-
cabed, you are your pet's advocare.”

Each jrem carried by Bama's must
pass multiphe tests. First, the ingredi-

The Gibbons family

natural pet foods and nutritional su
Barma's Matural Instinct.

ents are read and ing with by-
products, cheemnicals or artificial
preservatives ane weeded out. Items
with whole meat and vegetables are
a

next step is a family-pet taste
resst. After all, it doesn’t matter how
catit. 1 the aimal' hscminming
=it 's discriminati
palates the proposed item, the
Bama's humans check for physical
condition, including a shiny coat and
healthy skin.
If an item passes these tests and is
benefiting the anfmals, it B added ta

FHOTDS COURTESY OF BAMEE MATURAL INGTINCT
never gave up on Bama, pictured above. After
traditional medicine falled, the family gained the kn
Bama's Matural Instinct, a company specializi

owledge to start
in home delivery of
nks. At right, is the staff of

Bama's inventory. Most of these
are specialty items not found in
local stores,

_Gibbons said that Bama's also pro-
vides nutritional support, and doss-
o't necessarily sell whar's easiest to
get, but what's best, There are marny
OpLions Among approximately
two dozen brands it carries: dry,
cannéd and frozen foods, herbal sup-
lements, oils, fatty acids, vepetarian
Emds and organic pre-mixes that can

be customized by the cwner.
Whils some of Bama's customers
are trying to nurse ailing pets back to

i\ > Emi:m

health or keoking for a specific food,
other owners are rying (o get a new
pet off to the right start.

Bama's s not in competition with
veterinarians and even gets some

Vet referrals. Gibbons pointed
outthat a better overall diet can’t hurt
apet:The bﬂdﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂu Foosd more ef-
ficiently, less has to be fed, there is
less waste and less cleanup. In addi-
tion, healthier animals have smaller

A Barmna's employee does an indi-
vidual nuiritional consultadon with
each customer. While most of the

foocls ame foe and cats, Bama's
has handled foods for birds and other
cmall animals.

There isa $50 minimum order and
a 53 delivery charge.

Gibbans that the business e-
flects on Bama and preserves her
mermory. She added that she couldn’t
have launched this enterpriss with-
out the support of the whole family.

For more information about
Birra's Matural Instinet and the com-
mumnities in which it delivers, visit
www.bamasnatural.com or call
(PO8) 757-T6566,




